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Introduction

This was the first examination of the new International GCSE History specification. The assessment
requirement was that candidates answer a set of questions from two options from a choice of
eight. The most popular options were:

Option 3 : Germany: development of dictatorship, 1918-45

Option 5 : Dictatorship and conflict in the USSR, 1924-53

Option 6 : A world divided: superpower relations, 1943-72

Option 7 : A divided union: civil rights in the USA, 1945-74

The most popular combination was options 3 with 6 and options 3 with 7.

All eight options required candidates to answer three sub-questions on the option topic. Each
question had a different focus and tested a range of assessment objectives. Question (a) required
candidates to identify the impression given by an author based on a small written extract and
tested AO4. Question (b) required candidates to explain two effects and tested AO1 and AO2.
Question (ci) and (cii) required candidates to explain, analyse and make judgements about key
features, events, causes, effects and significance and tested AO1 and AO2.
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Question 1 

This option was only attempted by a small number of candidates.

In question (a), candidates were able to identify the impression given by the author regarding the
Terror. Most candidates identified that the impression was that the Terror was 'excessive' and were
able to support their inferred impression with examples from the text. Only some candidates
focused on the emphasis the author put on creating the impression of excess.

In question (b), many candidates knew about the Enlightenment but explaining its effect on France
was not particularly well done. In this question knowledge (AO1) needs to be used to explain (AO2),
an outcome.

In question (c), while candidates displayed knowledge of either the war with Austria and Prussia
(and other relevant information) or the achievements of the Directory, applying and explaining
criteria for judgement was less well attempted.

This script highlights some of the issues raised in the introduction and summary comments for the
whole paper.
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In question (a) the candidate is about to support the
inference of impression by selecting from the extract. To
move into the higher level there is a need to focus on the
emphasis, selection or omission that the author has
exercised. In question (c) the candidate has good
knowledge and explanation but the criteria for judgement
are not fully applied.

Ensure that the actual demands of each question are
being fully addressed.
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Question 2

This option was only attempted by a few candidates.

In question (a) candidates were able to identify the impression given by the order and infer that
Garibaldi's conquest was 'easy' or 'successful'. Both of these were valid inferences and could be
supported from the extract.

In question (b) candidates were not fully clear about the effects of the Pact of Plombieres. Many
only concentrated on the fact that it led to France joining the war with Piedmont against Austria. In
question (c) candidates were aware of issues that related to both questions, but were limited in
their criteria for judgements regarding the stated issue in either question.

This script highlights some of the issues raised in the introduction and summary comments for the
whole paper.
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This script demonstrates what answers look like at the
lower end of the mark scheme.

In section (a) there is identification of the impression but
support is limited.

In question (b) there is limited understanding of effect and
limited knowledge.

In question (c) the response is generalised, lacks
development, has limited knowledge and the judgement is
missing.

Ensure in the preparation for an examination that
knowledge and understanding are reviewed across the
whole option specification.

12     IGCSE History 4HI1 01



Question 3 

This option was very popular and examiners saw responses that accessed all levels and marks
within the mark scheme. However, some candidates found question (b) challenging.

In question (a) many candidates were able to identify the impression and infer that the occupation
was 'harsh' (or words to that effect). Candidates were able to support their inferences from the
extract and many were able to also focus on author selection, emphasis or ommission, which
allowed them to access marks in level 3.

In question (b) it was evident that candidates either knew the effects of Locarno on Germany,
confused it with other Treaties like the Treaty of Versailles or the Kellog-Briand Pact, or (as some
candidates wrote on the examination scripts) could not answer because they had not been taught
the topic. The Locarno Treaties are clearly stated on the specification and not teaching aspects of
content could disadvantage candidates in an examination. Those candidates that answered well,
identified how Locarno secured Germany's borders, guaranteed peace and brought Germany back
into the international fold.

Question (ci) was more popular than (cii). Candidates were well versed in the reasons why the
Nazi's survived in the years 1924-28, and many were able to select criteria to support thier
judgment. It was noted by examiners that some candidates went beyond 1928, and took their
answers into the Depression years and beyond.

This script highlights some of the issues raised in the introduction and summary comments for the
whole paper.
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In question (a) the impression has been identified and the
emphasis the author has place on the occupation had also
been considered. Therefore, the response achieves a mark
in level 3.

In question (b) there is some explanation of effects with
some support, however, the information needs to be more
precise for the answer to move higher up the mark
scheme.

In question (c) an analytical focus is given showing a line of
reasoning. There is some precisely selected information
and there is some justification of criteria for the judgement
regarding the stated issue in the question.

Criteria for judgement need to be clearly stated in the
response, and developed in the answer in order to fully
satisfy the requirements of level 4 in question (c).
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Question 4 

This option was not popular and atemepted by only a few canddiates.
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In question (a) the impression is identified and some
support is given from the extract.

In question (b) there is limited understanding of the effects
of Direct Action.

In question (c) there is relevant knowedge applied in
relation to the issue in the question but the criteria for
judgement are left implicit.

Knowledge and understanding of all aspects of the options
in the specification are required.
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Question 5

This was a popular option and examiners saw a range of answers that accessed all levels and marks
of the mark scheme.

In question (a) many candidates were able to identify the impression regarding Trotsky's suitability
and support this with words and phrases taken from the extract. Those candidates that suggested
the author did not consider Trotsky's limitations accessed level 3 marks.

In question (b) many candidates were well versed in the effects of the German invasion of the USSR,
stating aspects such as the destruction it caused, the USSR prioritising war production as a
consequence and how it created a patriotic desire to defend at all costs the USSR.

In question (c) both question were equally attempted. Many candidates displayed thorough
knowledge in relation to the purges or the impact of Stalin's policies on living conditions, though it
was evident that (cii) saw some candidates applying very generalised knowledge to 'living
conditions' and hence, generalised judgements, e.g, 'they got worse'.
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In question (a) the impression created by the author is
identified and there is some attempt to consider author
treatment which allows the response to access level 3.

In question (b) some effects are identified and explained
but information needs to more developed and precisely
recalled.

In question (c) there is analysis of the issue raised by the
question, accurate and relevant knowledge but the overall
judgement lacks specific criteria and justification.

In question (c) the need to establish and explain criteria for
judgement is required in order to access level 4.
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Question 6

This option was very popular and examiners saw responses that accessed all levels of the mark
scheme and the full range of marks.

In question (a) many candidates were able to identify that the impression created is that there were
'difficulties' (or words to that effect), in the relationships between the allies at the Tehran
Conference. They were able to support this from the extract and some candidates were able to
suggest the emphasis of the author was tension rather than agreement and this allowed them to
access level 3.

In question (b) while many candidates were able to identify two effects of the thaw in relations post
1963, some candidates were not clear what 'thaw' meant and described aspects of increased
tension rather than decreased tension. Many candidates suggested that aspects such as the
establishment of the 'hot-line', the Partial Test Ban Treaty and Salt 1 were the key effects of the
thaw.

In question (c), (ci) proved to be more popular than (cii). However, answers to both question
indicated that candidates were well versed in aspects relating to Cold War development in the years
1945-49 and the significance of the Soviet invasion of Hungary. However, examiners also reported
that they saw a lot of descriptions of the Soviet invasion at the expense of actually considering its
significance in relation to the development of the Cold War.

This script illustrates some of the issues raised.
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In question (a) the candidate identifies the impression that
is created, but needs to focus further on author emphasis
in order to move into level 3.

In question (b) there is some information and
understanding of effects but both need to be further and
more precisely developed in order to access the higher
marks in level 3.

In question (c) there is analysis of the issue raised by the
question, but information need to be more precise and
wide ranging in order to access level 4. Criteria for
judgement need to be further explained and developed.

Criteria for judgement need to be established and
explained in order to access level 4 in question (c).
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Question 7

This was a very popular option and examiner saw responses that accessed all level of the mark
scheme and the range of marks available.

In question (a) many candidates were able to identify the impression created regarding the impact
of McCarthy, although some candidates focused on the impression of McCarthy rather than the
impression of his 'impact'. Those who focused on 'impact' were able to infer that it was 'damaging'
(or words to that effect), and support this from the extract. Those who considered the emphasis or
ommissions by the author accessed level 3.

In question (b) many candidates knew the event of Watergate but some were generalised in
suggesting its effect on US politics. Many focused on the impact on Nixon, but others got side
tracked with information about the break-in and the 'plumbers'.

Question (ci) was significantly more popular than (cii). Many candidates were well versed in the role
placed by King and Malcolm X, and alluded to the role of significant others before their conclusion.
Examiners reported that some responses to (cii) were vague and generalised, and some candidates
turned it into a question about civil rights rather than protest movements.

This script illustrates some of the issues raised in relation to this option.
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In question (a) there is some identification of the
impression but support from the extract is limited.

In question (b) explanation is limited and, in places,
generalised.

In question (c) while there is some relevant and accurate
knowledge and some attempt to address the issue in the
question, the attempts at judgement are asserted and
insecure.
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Information needs to be more precise and directed
towards the focus of the question.
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Question 8

This option was answered by very few candidates. Examiners reported that answers were limited
and the assessment objectives were not clearly met.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

In question (a), selecting information to support the impression will limit the answer to marks
within level 2. To move upto level 3, the answer requires consideration of how the impression
has been created by considering author selection of evidence, tone, emphasis or omission.

In question (b), knowledge of the effect is not in itself sufficient; there is a requirement to explain
the effect in terms of outcomes.

In question (c), knowledge needs to be used to develop an answer that considers the issue raised
by the question and a criteria based judgement made.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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